


Dear Monsignor or Father: 

The following outlines the procedure for referring a formal nullity case to the Tribunal. Kindly 
follow these directions whenever you refer a formal case. Please note that the process consists of at least 
two meetings with the Petitioner.

First Meeting 

In the first meeting:

(1) Collect the basic facts needed to complete pp. 1-5 of the Referral:

- use the Questionnaire Guidelines to guide the interview
- collect only brief, relevant information: a short summary of the
parties' backgrounds, courtship, engagement, marital problems, and cause
for the marriage's failure.

(2) Schedule the second interview

(3) Emphasize that the Petitioner must bring these documents to the second interview:

- Baptismal certificates (for Catholics, dated within the last 6 months)
- Marriage certificate
- The final divorce decree, in its entirety (i.e., not just the judgment page)

Second Meeting

Prior to the second meeting:

(1) Download the Referral packet, fill it in on your computer, then print out the entire
packet

In the second meeting:

(1) Collect the required documents from the Petitioner

(2) Review the information on the already-printed Referral with the Petitioner

(3) Ask the Petitioner to sign and complete the remaining areas indicated on the Referral,
including the Statement of Understanding.

Submission of Referral 

Finally, once the Referral is complete and you have all required documents:

(1) Mail the Referral and the necessary documents to the Tribunal as soon as possible.

(2) Inform the Petitioner that the Tribunal will notify him/her by letter with further
instructions.



Referral for Formal Case

Petitioner: 

Respondent:  

Interviewer: 

Parish:

Address: 

Phone: 

Interviewer Signature:

Date: 

Interviewer's Assessment of Petitioner:
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Marriage Information 

C
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Around what date did 
the parties meet? 

Around what date did 
the parties begin dating? 

How long did they date
before their engagement?

Years: Months:

E
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t On what date did the  

parties get engaged?  

Who proposed? 

How long were the 
the parties engaged? Years: Months:
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Ages on wedding day 
Pet.: Res.: 

Wedding date

Wedding location

Wedding city, state
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ra
ti

on
s 

Number of temporary 
separations during 
marriage 

Date of final separation

Total time from wedding to 
final separation Years: Months:

D
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Who filed for divorce? 

Date of provisional divorce 

Date of final divorce 

Place of divorce 

Grounds of divorce:  

Total number of children
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Marriage Histories and Status 

1. Petitioner

The Petitioner's marriages, including the Respondent and civil marriages:

Wedding 
Date Spouse's Name Location Ceremony 

Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 

2. Respondent

The Respondent's known marriages, including the Petitioner and
civil marriages:

Wedding 
Date Spouse's Name Location Ceremony 

Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 

3. Petitioner's Present Fiancé(e) / Civil Spouse

Religion of Petitioner's Present Fiancé(e) or civil spouse:       _____________ 

Marriages of present spouse/fiancé(e), including Petitioner and civil marriages:

Wedding 
Date Spouse's Name Location Ceremony 

Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 

Please attach additional pages if necessary.
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Summary of Petitioner's Testimony

Instructions for Referring Priest:

1. Describe the Petitioner's family and background. Note any difficulties.

2. Describe the Respondent's family and background. Note any difficulties.

Summarize your interview with the Petitioner in the 
following spaces. The summary should briefly 
sketch the parties' backgrounds, courtship, 
engagement, marital problems, and the failure of 
their marriage.
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Summary of Petitioner's Testimony (cont.)

3. Describe the courtship and engagement. Highlight problem areas.

4. Describe major problems in the marriage. Estimate dates and times.

5. Describe the ultimate failure and final breakup of the marriage.



Oath and Petition

 I, _____________________________________________________, solemnly swear that the

 following information is, and that all information I will provide in the course of this case will be,

 complete and true to the best of my knowledge. 

I, ________________________________________________, hereby petition the Tribunal of 

the Diocese of Providence to declare my marriage to _______________________________________,

entered into on ______________________________, at _________________________________________,

in _____________________________________________, invalid.  In brief, I believe this marriage is 

invalid because: __________________________________________________________________________.

     The Providence Tribunal has jurisdiction over my case because (circle all that apply):

Date 

Petitioner  Signature

Formal Petition (libellus)

Petitioner's full name

Petitioner's full name

Respondent's full name

Wedding date Wedding location (e.g., St. Pius X Church)

Wedding city, state, country

Reason(s) Petitioner believes marriage may be invalid

1. The wedding took place in Rhode Island.

2. The Petitioner resides in Rhode Island.

3. The Respondent resides in Rhode Island.

      If the Tribunal accepts my petition, I will attempt to prove the invalidity of this     

marriage with my testimony and that of at least three (3) witnesses whom I will name later. 



Statement of Understanding

By petitioning for a declaration of invalidity, I understand and accept that: 

1. The Catholic Church and this Tribunal assume my marriage is valid.

2. The Tribunal can declare my marriage invalid only if I prove its invalidity.

3. I alone am responsible for proving the invalidity of my marriage

4. The Tribunal will invite my former spouse to provide evidence and witnesses.

5. We and our witnesses may discuss testimony only with Tribunal personnel.

6. Before its decision, the Tribunal will set a time for me to review all evidence.

7. The Tribunal will decide my case solely on its merits.

8. No one can guarantee that this decision will declare my marriage invalid.

9. Both I and my former spouse can appeal the Tribunal's decision.

10. Without a final declaration of invalidity, I cannot marry in the Catholic
Church and may not set a date for a Catholic wedding.

11. If the Tribunal finds my marriage invalid, it may require me to receive
professional counseling or fulfill another condition before I may marry.

12. I must keep copies of all letters and documents until the final decision.
Afterward, I may claim my certificates and other original documents.

13. The tribunal will notify me whenever my action is required. If I do not
perform a required act within six months of this notice, and provided
nothing has prevented this action, the tribunal will "abate" (close) my case.

[seal] 
___________________________________________ 
Signature, Petitioner

__________________________________________
Signature, Priest or Deacon 

___________________________________________ 
Date 
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Dear Monsignor or Father: 
The following outlines the procedure for referring a formal nullity case to the Tribunal. Kindly 
follow these directions whenever you refer a formal case. Please note that the process consists of at least 
two meetings with the Petitioner.
First Meeting 
In the first meeting:
(1)
Collect the basic facts needed to complete pp. 1-5 of the Referral:
- use the 
Questionnaire Guidelines
 to guide the interview
- collect only brief, relevant information: a short summary of the
parties' backgrounds, courtship, engagement, marital problems, and cause
for the marriage's failure.
(2)
Schedule the second interview
(3)
Emphasize that the Petitioner must bring these documents to the second interview:
- Baptismal certificates (for Catholics, dated within the last 6 months)
- Marriage certificate
- The final divorce decree, in its entirety (i.e., not just the judgment page)
Second Meeting
Prior to the second meeting:
(1)
Download the Referral packet, fill it in on your computer, then print out the entire
packet
In the second meeting:
(1)
Collect the required documents from the Petitioner
(2)
Review the information on the already-printed Referral with the Petitioner
(3)
Ask the Petitioner to sign and complete the remaining areas indicated on the 
Referral
,
including the 
Statement of Understanding
.
Submission of Referral 
Finally, once the 
Referral
 is complete and you have all required documents:
(1)
Mail the 
Referral
 and the necessary documents to the Tribunal as soon as possible.
(2)
Inform the Petitioner that the Tribunal will notify him/her by letter with further
instructions.
Referral for Formal Case
Petitioner: 
Respondent:  
Interviewer: 
Parish:
Address: 
Phone: 
Interviewer Signature:
Date: 
Interviewer's Assessment of Petitioner:
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 Date 
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 Denomination 
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 Current 
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Marriage Information 
Courtship 
Around what 
date
 did 
the parties 
meet
? 
Around what 
date
 did 
the parties 
begin dating
? 
How long
 did they date
before their engagement?
Years:
Months:
Engagement 
On what
 date
 did the  
parties get engaged?  
Who
 proposed? 
How long
 were the 
the parties engaged? 
Years:
Months:
Wedding 
Ages on wedding day 
Pet.:
Res.: 
Wedding 
date
Wedding 
location
Wedding 
city, state
Separations 
Number of 
temporary 
separations
 during 
marriage 
Date of f
inal
separation
Total time
 from wedding to 
final separation 
Years:
Months:
Divorce 
Who filed
 for divorce? 
Date of 
provisional 
divorce 
Date of 
final
 divorce 
Place
 of divorce 
Grounds 
of divorce:  
Total number of 
children
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Marriage Histories and Status 
1. Petitioner
The Petitioner's marriages,
 including the Respondent and civil marriages:
Wedding 
Date 
Spouse's Name 
Location 
Ceremony 
Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 
2. Respondent
The
 Respondent's known marriages
, including the Petitioner and
civil marriages:
Wedding 
Date 
Spouse's Name 
Location 
Ceremony 
Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 
3. Petitioner's Present Fiancé(e) / Civil Spouse
Religion of Petitioner's Present Fiancé(e) or civil spouse:
      _____________ 
Marriages of present spouse/fiancé(e)
, including Petitioner and civil marriages:
Wedding 
Date 
Spouse's Name 
Location 
Ceremony 
Type 
Divorce Date 
(if applicable) 
Please attach additional pages if necessary.
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Summary of Petitioner's Testimony
Instructions for Referring Priest:
1.
Describe the Petitioner's 
family and background
. Note any difficulties.
2.
Describe
the Respondent's 
family and background
. Note any difficulties.
Summarize your interview with the Petitioner in the 
following spaces. The summary should briefly 
sketch the parties' backgrounds, courtship, 
engagement, marital problems, and the failure of 
their marriage.
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Summary of Petitioner's Testimony (cont.)
3.
Describe the
 courtship 
and
 engagement
. Highlight problem areas.
4.
Describe 
major
problems 
in the
marriage
.
 Estimate dates and times.
5.
Describe the 
ultimate
failure
 and 
final
breakup
 of the marriage.
Oath and Petition
 I, _____________________________________________________, solemnly swear that the
 following information is, and that all information I will provide in the course of this case will be,
 complete and true to the best of my knowledge. 
I, ________________________________________________, hereby petition the Tribunal of 
the Diocese of Providence to declare my marriage to _______________________________________,
entered into on ______________________________, at _________________________________________,
in _____________________________________________, invalid.  In brief, I believe this marriage is 
invalid because: __________________________________________________________________________.
     The Providence Tribunal has jurisdiction over my case because (circle all that apply):
Date 
Petitioner  
S
ignature
Formal Petition (libellus)
Petitioner
'
s full name
Petitioner
'
s full name
R
espondent
'
s full name
W
edding date
W
edding location 
(
e.g., 
S
t. Pius 
X
 Church
)
W
edding 
city, state, country
Reason(s) Petitioner believes marriage may be invalid
1. The wedding took place in Rhode Island.
2. The Petitioner resides in Rhode Island.
3. The Respondent resides in Rhode Island.
      If the Tribunal accepts my petition, I will attempt to prove the invalidity of this     
marriage with my testimony and that of at least three (3) witnesses whom I will name later. 
Statement of Understanding
By petitioning for a declaration of invalidity, I understand and accept that: 
1.
The Catholic Church and this Tribunal assume my marriage is valid.
2
. The Tribunal can declare my marriage invalid only if I prove its invalidity.
3.
I alone am responsible for proving the invalidity of my marriage
4.
The Tribunal will invite my former spouse to provide evidence and witnesses.
5.
We and our witnesses may discuss testimony only with Tribunal personnel.
6.
Before its decision, the Tribunal will set a time for me to review all evidence.
7.
The Tribunal will decide my case solely on its merits.
8.
No one can guarantee that this decision will declare my marriage invalid.
9.
Both I and my former spouse can appeal the Tribunal's decision.
10.
Without a final declaration of invalidity, I cannot marry in the Catholic
Church and may not set a date for a Catholic wedding.
11.
If the Tribunal finds my marriage invalid, it may require me to receive
professional counseling or fulfill another condition before I may marry.
12.
I must keep copies of all letters and documents until the final decision.
Afterward, I may claim my certificates and other original documents.
13.
The tribunal will notify me whenever my action is required. If I do not
perform a required act within six months of this notice, and provided
nothing has prevented this action, the tribunal will "abate" (close) my case.
[seal] 
___________________________________________ 
Signature, Petitioner
__________________________________________
Signature, Priest or Deacon 
___________________________________________ 
Date 
	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text0: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	PetitionerLegal: 
	RespondentLegal: 
	PetitionerMaiden: 
	RespondentMaiden: 
	PetitionerStreet_address: 
	RespondentStreet_address: 
	PetitionerCity_state_ZIP: 
	RespondentCity_state_ZIP: 
	PetitionerPhone: 
	RespondentPhone: 
	PetitionerEmail: 
	RespondentEmail: 
	PetitionerBirthdate: 
	RespondentBirthdate: 
	PetitionerFather: 
	RespondentFather: 
	PetitionerMother_maiden: 
	RespondentMother_maiden: 
	PetitionerDate: 
	RespondentDate: 
	PetitionerPlace: 
	RespondentPlace: 
	PetitionerDenomination: 
	RespondentDenomination: 
	PetitionerCurrent: 
	RespondentCurrent: 
	PetitionerParish: 
	RespondentParish: 
	PetitionerEmployer: 
	RespondentEmployer: 
	PetitionerOccupation: 
	RespondentOccupation: 
	Around_what_date_did_you_meet: 
	Around_what_date_did_you_begin_dating: 
	Years: 
	Months: 
	On_what_date_did_you_get_engaged: 
	WhoProposed: the Petitioner
	Years_2: 
	Months_2: 
	Pet: 
	Res: 
	Wedding_date: 
	Wedding_location: 
	Wedding_city_state: 
	Number_of_temporary_separations_during_marriage: 
	Date_of_final_separation: 
	Years_3: 
	Months_3: 
	WhoFiled: the Petitioner
	Date_of_provisional_divorce: 
	Date_of_final_divorce: 
	Place_of_divorce: 
	Grounds_of_divorce: 
	Total_number_of_children: 
	Wedding_DateRow1: 
	Spouses_NameRow1: 
	LocationRow1: 
	CeremonyType: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow1: 
	Wedding_DateRow2: 
	Spouses_NameRow2: 
	LocationRow2: 
	Dropdown4: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow2: 
	Wedding_DateRow3: 
	Spouses_NameRow3: 
	LocationRow3: 
	Dropdown5: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow3: 
	Wedding_DateRow1_2: 
	Spouses_NameRow1_2: 
	LocationRow1_2: 
	Dropdown6: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow1_2: 
	Wedding_DateRow2_2: 
	Spouses_NameRow2_2: 
	LocationRow2_2: 
	Dropdown7: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow2_2: 
	Wedding_DateRow3_2: 
	Spouses_NameRow3_2: 
	LocationRow3_2: 
	Dropdown8: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow3_2: 
	If_you_are_remarried_or_engaged_give_your_partners_religion: 
	Wedding_DateRow1_3: 
	Spouses_NameRow1_3: 
	LocationRow1_3: 
	Dropdown9: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow1_3: 
	Wedding_DateRow2_3: 
	Spouses_NameRow2_3: 
	LocationRow2_3: 
	Dropdown10: (select)
	Divorce_Date_if_applicableRow2_3: 
	_1__Describe_your_family_and_background_Note_any_difficultiesRow1: 
	_2__Describe_your_former_spouses_background_Note_amy_difficultiesRow1: 
	_3__Describe_your_courtship_and_engagement_Highlight_problem_areasRow1: 
	_4__Describe_major_problems_in_your_marriage_Estimate_dates_and_timesRow1: 
	_5_Describe_the_failure_and_final_breakup_of_your_marriageRow1: 



